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The 56th General Assembly of TÜBA was 
held in Ankara on 29 December 2019 with 
the participation of the Academy mem-
bers.

As a result of voting at the General As-
sembly meeting: Two TÜBA Associate 
Members; Prof. Hayrunnisa Bolay Belen, 
Gazi University Department of Neurology 
Member and Prof. İlkay Erdoğan Orhan 
Gazi University Faculty of Pharmacy were 
elected as a Principal Member of TÜBA. 

TÜBA International Academy Prize Laure-
ates Prof. Mary-Claire King, Prof. Zulfiqar 
Ahmed Bhutta, Prof. Omar Yaghi, Prof. 
Jackie Y. Ying, Prof. Bold Luvsandorj, Prof. 
Viorel Panaite, Prof. Gabor Hamza and Dr. 
Mehmet Genç were elected as TÜBA Hon-
orary Member.

A Conference titled “The Islamic Back-
ground to the Copernican Revolution” 
was held by Prof. Jamil during the 56th 
General Assembly of TÜBA, which was  

followed with great care of the mem-
bers. Prof. Ragep is the Laureate of 
TÜBA Academy Prize in the category 
of Social and Human Sciences in 2019, 
with his studies that expand the time 
and space horizons of Islamic history of 
science studies and especially the stud-
ies of Nasiruddin Tûsî, İbn Şâtır, and Ali 
Kuşcu who investigated the ways of 
transferring astronomy studies to Eu-
rope before the emergence of Coperni-
can astronomy. 

10 New Members Elected to TÜBA

Prof. Hayrunisa 
Bolay Belen

Prof. İlkay Erdoğan 
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Prof. Mary- 
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Prof. Zulfiqar 
Ahmed Bhutta

Prof. Omar Yaghi Prof. Jackie Y. Ying Prof. Bold 
Luvsandorj

Prof. Viorel Panaite Prof. Gabor Hamza Dr. Mehmet Genç

Nomination Process for 
2020 TÜBA Academy Prizes Started
The process of nominating candidates for 
the International TÜBA Academy Prizes has 
started. The Prizes was initiated by TÜBA 
within the scope of the mission of en-
couraging and appreciating scientists. The 
deadline for nomination is 29 May 2020.

TÜBA International Academy Prizes are 
given in three categories: (1) Social and 
Humanities, (2) Health and Life Scienc-
es, and (3) Science and Engineering Sci-
ences. As a result of the evaluations of 
the referee committee, no awards were 
given in the field of Health and Life Sci-
ences in this year. The scientists who 
were awarded by TÜBA Academy Council 
after national and international referee 
evaluations and TÜBA Academy Council.

The nominations are evaluated by a Prize 
Committee in each category. The Com-

mittees, composed of TÜBA members 
and renowned scientists, examine the 
works of the candidates via a rigorous 
process involving peer-review and iden-
tify the possible prize laureates. The 
laureates are announced by the Acad-
emy Council of TÜBA. The Academy 
Prizes, comprising an Academy Medal 
and amount of 30.000 USD for each, are 
awarded in a special ceremony under the 
auspices of the President of the Republic 
of Turkey.

Nominations are made by TÜBA mem-
bers, academies and inter-academy or-
ganizations with which TÜBA is in co-
operation and other science institutions 
and scientists invited as nominators. 
Members of TÜBA and those who take 
part in the evaluation process of the priz-
es cannot be nominated.

Nominations can be sent by e-mail to 
academy.prizes@tuba.gov.tr and/or by 
post to Piyade Sokak No: 27 06690 Çan-
kaya – Ankara, Turkey.
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The prizes were awarded by his Excel-
lency President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
He stated in his speech that the great-
est heritage of scientists is the work 
they left behind, the benefits their re-
search provides to the society and the 
students they raised. He noted that 
“encouraging scientists would enable 
their academic work to be heard by 
large audiences and to be role models 
for young people”. 

On the occasion of this ceremony, Pres-
ident Erdoğan stated that they had the 
opportunity to remember Prof. Fuat 
Sezgin once again who passed away 
in 2018. “I believe that the great con-
tributions of our omniscient Prof. Fuat 
Sezgin to the history of Islamic science 
and technology will inspire future gen-
erations. We remember him once again 
with the feelings of mercy, gratitude, 
and thankfulness.” said.

Lastly, President Erdoğan stated that 
this year 57 scientists were awarded 
by TÜBA and TÜBİTAK, while TÜBA 
decided to give 41 awards in 4 differ-
ent fields and TÜBİTAK determined 16 
awards in 3 different categories.

Industry and Technology Minister 
Mustafa Varank congratulated the 
TÜBA and TÜBİTAK awarded 57 schol-
ars in his speech at the ceremony and 
said: “the knowledge of TÜBITAK and 
TÜBA is the knowledge of Turkey.” 
Minister Varank added that “the new 
success story of Turkey will be written 
by with high added value productiın, 
technology, and science.The support is 
given by our eminent two institutions 
of Turkey, especially in the the defense 
industry, Turkey has become a global 
power that can step back its rival.

“President of TÜBA Dr. Muzaffer Şeker: 
“These awards are both a reflection of 

the multi-disciplinary richness of Acad-
emy, and scientific leadership, origi-
nality, and quality of our outstanding 
TÜBA scientists.

For a fully independent Turkey, all the 
individuals have tasks for people-ori-
ented works like promoting education 
fed by national and local values. “Being 
aware of this responsibility, I would like 
to state that we exert effort to increase 
the scientific production and quality of 
our country. As TÜBA, we contribute to 
the efforts of international science di-
plomacy and science culture to produce 
solutions for common problems of hu-
manity by providing high-level partici-
pation to scientific platforms such as 
our science academies and internation-
al academic umbrella organizations like 
Science 20 within the G-20 and World 
Science Forum.

The Laureates of the 2019 TÜBA Awards: 
The winners of TÜBA International 
Academy Prizes; Prof. Faiz Jamil Ragep and 
Prof. Adrian Bejan.

The winners of the Fuat Sezgin Awards; 
Dr. Ali Hakan Çavuşoğlu, Assoc. Dr. Halil 
Tekiner, Dr. Ahmet Selami Çalışkan, Prof. 
İhsan Fazlıoğlu and Prof. Atilla Bir.

The winners of the TÜBA Outstanding 
Young Scientist Award (GEBİP); Asst. 
Prof. Ahu Arslan Yıldız, Asst. Prof. Umut 
Aydemir, Asst. Prof.Turgay Bayraktar, 

Assoc. Prof. Nazife Erkurşun Özcan, Assoc. 
Prof. Nurettin Mengeş, Asst. Prof. Onur 
Tokel, Asst. Prof. Burak Ülgüt, Assoc. 
Prof. Candan, Assoc. Prof. Hülya Cebeci, 
Prof. Can Özgür Çolpan, Asst. Prof. Batur 
Ercan, Assoc. Prof. Güneş Karabulut Kurt, 
Prof. İhsan Kaya, Asst. Prof. Mehmet 
Cengiz Onbaşlı, Assoc. Prof.  Arzucan 
Özgür Türkmen, Assoc. Prof.  Hilal Yazıcı 
Malkoçoğlu, Assoc. Prof. Merva Soluk 
Tekkeşin, Prof. Sibel Aylin Uğur İşeri, Assoc. 
Prof. Mehmet Lütfi Yola, Assoc. Prof. 
Mehmet Fatih Aysan, Assoc. Prof. Ali Balcı, 
Prof. Seda Dural Çetinkaya, Assoc. Prof. 

Fatih Durgun, Assoc. Prof. Ersin Erdoğan, 

Assoc. Prof. Ferdane Nükhet Harmancıoğlu 

Gür, Assoc. Prof. Hacer Tokyürek, Asst. 

Prof. Halit Uyanık ve Prof. Ozan Yılmaz.

The winners of the TÜBA Best Scientific 

Authored Book Award; The books of Prof. 

Fatih Duman, Doç. Dr. Yaşar Salihpaşaoğlu, 

Dr. Esra Sazyek, Dr. Sühelya Yenidünya 

Gürgen, Prof. Kemalettin Kuzucu and Prof. 

Yasemin Beyazıt were deemed worthy of 

TÜBA 2019 TESEP awards. 

2019 TÜBA Awards
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Freedom and Evolution, as Physics
Prof. Adrian Bejan
The Laureate of 2019 TÜBA Academy Prize

My work is in thermodynamics, which is 
the science of power—the power from 
heating from fuels, or food in animals, 
and the heating and cooling from power, 
as in refrigeration and air conditioning. 

My latest contribution to thermody-
namics is the physics law of evolution, 
the constructal law, which accounts for 
all the changes that happen because of 
freedom in flow configurations. Changes 
have direction in time, toward configura-
tions that provide greater access to what 
flows. Changes are everywhere, in the ge-
osphere, the biosphere, and the human 
sphere with all its social organization, sci-
ence evolution, and technology evolution.

Nature impresses us with images of 
evolutionary changes that repeat them-
selves innumerable times even though 
‘similar observations’ are not identical to 
each other. We recognize each universal 
tendency as one distinct ‘phenomenon,’ 
and we summarize each phenomenon 
with its own ‘law’ of physics, which serves 
as a ‘first principle’ in the organization of 
science. 

Observations are many, and laws are few. 
The hierarchical organization of science 
is illustrated clearly by the evolution of 
thermodynamics to its current state, as 
in the highly recommended article writ-
ten by Professor Sadik Kakac in the Jour-
nal of Thermal Science and Technology, 
vol. 36(2), 2016. 

Observations of energy conservation, ir-
reversibility and evolution are summa-
rized as the first law, the second law and 
the constructal law. Here, I outline the 
constructal law by introducing my book 
Freedom and Evolution: Hierarchy in Na-
ture, Society and Science.

Evolution is the defining phenomenon of 
nature. Everywhere we look what we see 
is evolving because it is free to move and 
morph. Without the freedom to change, 
there is nothing, no design, no evolution, 
and therefore no future.

Freedom is everywhere because evolu-
tion (design change) is everywhere in the 
inanimate, animate and human realms. 
Yet, unlike evolution, freedom is not a 
scientific subject. It is as if scientists are 
afraid to speak the word ‘freedom’ even 
though every day they rely on the reality 
(the presence) of freedom. For example, 
every single book of thermodynamics is 
filled with analyses and graphs of ‘pro-
cesses’. The definition of process is the 
change in the description (the ‘state) of 
the system. Clearly, if the system is able 
to change, then it must have in its de-
scription the property called freedom.

It’s not surprising that freedom and evolu-
tion have been overlooked by physics. The 
more common a physical presence, the 
more likely it is that it is overlooked. It hap-
pened this way with gravity, sound, turbu-
lence, and fish swimming. It took time for 
questioners to be born, and for physics to 
expand over the newly identified territory.

The purpose of the new 
book is to present the pre-
dictive theory of evolution. 
It is to establish firmly the 
concepts of freedom and 
evolution in physics. The 
approach I have chosen is 
that freedom is physics, 
not opinion. Freedom is 
physics, not the politicians’ 
narrative. Evolution is 
physics, not the biologist’s 
narrative. All the ideas and 
examples in this book were 
published based on peer 
review in physics, biology, 
and engineering science 
journals. 

Like everything else that 
is physical (i.e., part of na-
ture), freedom is measur-
able. Freedom is the meas-
urement of how many 
physical features are free 
to be changed in the con-
figuration of the system. 
Measurable is also the 

physical effect that the ability to change 
has on measures of system performance 
such as efficiency, power, robustness, 
resilience, and life span. In human-made 
designs, freedom is also measured as the 
number of ‘degrees of freedom’ that is 
present in the model (the facsimile) of a 
natural flow system. Degrees of freedom 
are those features that can be changed 
freely and independently of other fea-
tures.

Along with freedom and evolution as 
physics, other concepts acquire a solid 
scientific footing: complexity, images, 
drawings, diversity, hierarchy, social or-
ganization, ideas, discipline, and the evo-
lution of science itself. All these concepts 
belong in the broadest scientific arena, 
in physics. Why physics, because physics 
is the science that covers everything. Its 
concepts have unambiguous meanings. 
They are useful.
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Science evolves because of freedom, and 
freedom thrives because of science. It 
is easy to create in freedom—just think 
of the history of art and science. Look 
at where artists and scientists were 
and where they lived and created. Their 
names speak of geography, history, cul-
ture, wealth, and the physical movement 
of free people with ideas and freedom to 
question and change the status quo. 

The physics of freedom and evolution 
empowers the reader with a science that 
covers territories that so far were not as-
sociated with physics: economies of scale, 
diminishing returns, hierarchy, wealth, 
social organization, and the spreading of 
ideas and scientific thought. Empower-
ment happens in two ways: readers un-
derstand better the world around them, 
and they apply that understanding to ef-
fect change faster and more effectively. 

Physics tells us why things must be the 
way they are, and also that they are the 
givens that you must know in order to 
improve life and society. Things that ap-
pear disconnected and random are fool-
ing us: they are intimately connected, 
hierarchical, flowing woven together and 
along with us, and thriving because of 
freedom, organization, and evolution.

Society, for example, is an earth-size liv-
ing organism. The larger city is a bigger 
and more efficient mover than the small-
er. This is why when the city is thriving 
the smaller settlements and companies 
are joining the bigger, why people mi-
grate from the countryside to the city, 
and why in the industrial age the global 
society is evolving from peasant to ur-
ban. When the city ceases to thrive, the 
migration is the other way, toward the 
countryside.

This view of science addresses head-on 
and nullifies contradictions that spring in 
our minds, for example, freedom versus 
inequality, freedom versus rules and dis-
cipline, rigid hierarchy versus evolution, 
rules versus random diversity, and evolu-
tion versus seemingly stable design.

Key is the image of evolutionary design, 
which makes one think of movies of riv-
ers flowing, animals running, pedestri-
ans walking, and people riding on buses, 
trains, and airplanes. The unifying phys-
ics is that nothing moves unless it is driv-
en. Pushing comes from power, from fuel 
and food. Once a natural system moves, 
it continually evolves its configuration 
toward flowing more easily. As systems 
evolve, grow, and become more efficient, 
they also become more complex. Why? 
Because joining and moving together re-
quires less power than moving individu-
ally. This is the physics basis of ‘econo-
mies of scale’ and social organization.

The same physics principle accounts for 
the fact that river systems evolve into 
embroideries of small tributaries flow-
ing into a major river, and why a peloton 
moves more quickly than an individual 
cyclist. The bigger stream, animal, and 
vehicle are more efficient movers than 
the smaller. The hierarchical system with 
many small and few large movers is more 
efficient than the ‘one size fits all’. 

The complexity, diversity, and apparent 
unpredictability of nature are distilled to 
three main ideas:

First, flow configurations (designs) are 
everywhere, around us and inside of us: 
tree-shaped flows, round cross sections, 
and rhythms such as inhaling and exhal-
ing. Evolution of design is a universal, 

unifying phenomenon of nature, and it is 
predictable based on its own law of phys-
ics, the constructal law.

Second, nature is a flowing weave of ‘en-
gines’ connected to power-dissipating 
systems that act as ‘brakes’. The engines 
and brakes move hand in glove, and 
evolve their configurations with freedom.

Third, humans and their contrivances 
(machines, artifacts, add-ons) are like 
everything else that moves and evolves 
on earth. None of the evolving nature 
would be possible without freedom and 
power to move.

The diversity of hierarchical flow archi-
tectures covers the broadest spectrum 
accessible to human observation: all size 
scales, animate, inanimate, human made 
and not human made, and steady and 
time-dependent. Examples detailed in 
book are river basins, human settlements 
(city rankings), sizes versus numbers of 
trees in the forest, university rankings, 
and rankings of highly cited authors.

The non-uniform distribution of wealth is 
predictable because it is due to the evo-
lutionary architecture of all the streams 
of a live society. The physical movement 
on the surface of the earth evolves natu-
rally as arborescent, hierarchical flows. 
The GDP of countries all over the globe 
is proportional to human movement 
because it is proportional to the annual 
consumption of fuel, which drives all hu-
man movement. More economic activity 
means more fuel consumption. 

Why does social organization happens 
by itself? Why does the organization be-
come more hierarchical and unequal when 
the flows of society increase? Such ques-
tions are answered from physics with two 
models, one without human society (river 
basins) and the other with human soci-
ety (the distribution of hot water over an 
inhabited territory). The results from the 
two models are similar, except that in the 
model with human society the distribu-
tion of flow is less unequal. The reason is 
that the overarching presence of purpose 
(objective) at the scale of society controls 
inequality. Inequality persists even when 
the natural hierarchy of channels is re-
placed everywhere by artificial one-size 
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channels. The spreading of in-
dividual innovation events over 
the populated territory benefits 
the whole society, in addition to 
benefiting the innovator.

There is no contradiction be-
tween freedom and reliance on 
discipline. In fact, the opposite is 
true: the scientist who possess-
es the disciplines is the most 
free to venture into new do-
mains of knowledge. Disciplines 
are essential, empowering, and 
liberating for the scientist.

Complexity, organization, and 
evolution in nature are most 
powerful and useful when pur-
sued as a discipline. A discipline 
has precise terms, rules, princi-
ples, and usefulness. A draw-
ing has size, meaning (mes-
sage), and svelteness (thinness 
of lines). Drawings are useful 
when they are simple, easy to 
make, and not too large or too 
small. Icons and golden-ratio 
rectangles emerge from the 
human need to understand to communi-
cate more easily and faster. This is why 
features that are being perceived as at-
tractive and beautiful are worth keeping.

Why is there so much diversity? Why 
don’t we all look the same? Why are our 
occupations and contrivances diverse 
and becoming even more diverse? The 
answer lies in the freedom that all flow 
architectures have in how they spread, 
migrate, interbreed, and combine with 
flow designs that they encounter in their 
paths. This happened to the human flow 
on the globe. Along the way, humans 
have diversified as specimens of one ‘hu-
man and machine species’.

The diversification of the machine part in 
each of us is evident in modern and con-
temporary times as the evolution of sci-
ence and technology. The diversification 
of mechanics into thermodynamics and 
its many subfields accounts today for 
engineering sciences of many kinds: me-
chanical, civil, electrical, chemical, petrole-
um, nuclear, aeronautical, and more. The 
diversity of the human and machine spe-

cies is of the same nature as the evolution 
of ‘niche construction’ in animal evolution.

Evolution—its future and its past—can be 
predicted. Detailed in this book are three 
predictions: one animate (animal loco-
motion), another inanimate (river ba-
sins), and the third about the human and 
machine species (aircraft). Many more 
predictions are available, for example, 
the cross sections of jets and plumes, the 
growth of snowflakes, the life span and 
life travel of animals and vehicles, the 
lung architecture, and the main meas-
ures of animal locomotion (speed, fre-
quency, force). Fundamental, for physics, 
is that a large architecture is not a mag-
nified facsimile of a small architecture.

Finally, if evolution is so ongoing and 
everywhere, why do so many things look 
as if they are stuck in time? The reason is 
the phenomenon of diminishing returns, 
which is observed in freely evolving flow 
architectures that have become ‘mature.’ 
New changes have only marginal effect 
on the broad outlook and performance of 
a mature architecture. 

The evolution of science is a 
manifestation of the physics 
of freedom, access, and social 
organization. The ideas and 
the physical movement of the 
individual generators of ideas 
are organized non-uniformly, 
hierarchically on the earth’ s 
surface. As society develops, it 
moves more, produces more, 
and generates more changes 
when it is endowed with free-
dom, free questioning, and 
self-correcting.

Many in academia make the 
mistake of equating the good-
ness of an idea with the num-
ber of authors who agree with 
that idea. The history of sci-
ence proves this to be false. 
Science is not about counting 
people. All individuals are not 
equally imaginative. All ideas 
are not equally important. Sci-
ence is not democracy.

Many make the mistake of 
equating the goodness of ide-

as with the volume of research funding, 
people hired, money spent, and buildings 
built. The history of science proves this 
to be false. Science is not the amount 
of money spent. Dollars spent are not 
equally important. When I read the sci-
entific literature, I see names, dates and 
ideas, not budgets. Science is not ac-
counting.

When I read the news of a huge research 
grant for a big research center, I predict 
that it will change nothing. The truly 
new, the svelte, beautiful, and valuable 
comes from the least expected source, 
which tends to be the nobody with a zero 
budget. That’s science again, and it is just 
like in competitive athletics: you have no 
idea what poor kid walks from the street 
onto the playing field. That is wonderful, 
it is the good news that sustains science 
and civilization.

Not everything about science today is 
rosy. An old habit threatens the disinter-
ested truths that serve as support struc-
ture for science. Redoing a published 
idea, disguising it, and publishing it as 
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Turkey Issues Coronavirus Advisory for Public

“novel” is a dangerous trend, and 
it is rampant. The National Sci-
ence Foundation (U.S.) defined 
this kind of academic misconduct 
this way (NSF-CFR-689): “Pla-
giarism means the appropriation 
of another person’s ideas, pro-
cesses, results or words without 
giving appropriate credit.”

Because of electronic publish-
ing and related enhancements in 
the speed and territorial reach of 
the flow of science, journals have 
ballooned in volume and num-
ber. Compared with how science 
was created and transmitted 
when I was a student, today it 
seems everybody writes and no-
body reads. It has become much easier to 
cheat, and much more difficult to police. 

What is to be done? The answer is ob-
vious: Stop publishing and sponsoring 
falsehoods, teach the disciplines correct-
ly, improve them along the way, make 
them even more general and powerful, 
and clean up the misconceptions that 
tend to arise during the evolutionary de-
sign of science.

The evolution of the physics of power 
(thermodynamics) shows that what 
works is kept as an add-on to the sci-
ence that was. What is false is swept 
aside, and forgotten. This is the evolu-
tionary morphing design of science. This 
is also why every once in awhile the sci-
entific community is presented with a 
reality check, a new bird’s-eye view that 
is suddenly useful as a guide to the new 
generations. Revisionism is checked, au-
thority is questioned, fakes are exposed, 

mistakes are corrected, and this 
way a renewed appreciation of 
the discipline empowers the new 
generations. The stream flows 
better after the rotting tree log is 
swept out of the way.

Science is self-correcting be-
cause it is imbibed in freedom. 
This key truth of science needs to 
be broadly communicated to all, 
not just scientists.

Freedom to change is the track on 
which the evolution train runs to 
join the other trains of science. It 
is useful to know why the track is 
so ‘smart’ that it led the designs 
of geophysics and biology to levels 

of perfection that continue to amaze us. 

It is critically important to know how to 
use the evolution track so that our own 
artifacts evolve faster and more econom-
ically to even higher levels of efficiency, 
so that our own life as the human and 
machine species continues to become 
more free.

abejan@duke.edu

The coronavirus, officially 
known as COVID-19, 

originated in Wu-
han, China last 
December and 
has spread to the 
whole world.  Tur-

key confirmed its 
first case of the novel 

coronavirus 11.03.2020, 
3 months after the spread all over the 
world, with the health minister urging 
citizens to avoid international travel un-
less necessary. “Overseas contact will 
continue to be a risk.” Koca noted, and 
adding the “importance of applying 
measures strictly”. 

The World Health Organization declared 
the outbreak a pandemic. On March 29, 
2020, out of 634.835 confirmed cases, 
the death toll now exceeds 30.000, while 

more than 150.000 patients have recov-
ered, according to WHO and Worldometer.

Turkey steps up quarantine measures. 
Turkey closed its borders and halted most 
international flights but struggles to keep 
ahead of the coronavirus outbreak that 
threatens the world. Authorities repeat-
edly warn the public to not travel abroad 
and if they do so, to impose self-isolation 
for 14 days. Turkey has rolled out a series 
of new steps against the coronavirus, 
from new flight suspensions to closure of 
schools and a ban for spectators in sports 
events. The government made it manda-
tory to wear gloves and masks for people 
working in businesses involving frequent 
money transactions and cargo deliveries.

Health Minister Dr. Fahrettin Koca point-
ed out that one of the main factors of 
getting out of control in cases of the 

outbreak is panic, “Panic is emotional 
and not reasonable. We must be dis-
creet. This situation will not go on like 
this, we will return to our normal lives.” 
Minister added. “The common sense of 
our people is as important as the organi-
zational power of our state. In most of 
the world, the picture is an outbreak ta-
ble. We are lucky compared to the gen-
eral picture. Our health infrastructure is 
fast and widespread. We have to be sure 
that we will overcome this problem with 
strict measures. He also announced that 
the number of laboratories which make 
coronavirus test will be increased. In addi-
tion184 Corona Lines has started to serve 
as “ALO 184 Corona Hotline”. Dr. Koca 
added: “Turkey aims to test about 15,000 
suspected cases of the coronavirus per 
day and the basic kits and tools, which 
are necessary are being provided for free 
during quarantines.



7

www.tuba.gov.tr www.facebook.com/tubagovtr twitter.com/tubagovtr instagram.com/tubagovtr youtube.com/tubagovtr

Newsletter

TÜBA-Young Scientist Award 
(GEBİP) Annual Evaluation Meet-
ing, which aims to improve the 
relationship and collaboration be-
tween scientists and organizations 
by presenting and evaluating the 
academic studies of laureates of 
the TÜBA Young Scientist Award 
Program, was held in the Green 
Park Hotel Ankara on 27-28 De-
cember 2019.

About 65 GEBİP Members present-
ed their activity reports and studies 
to more than 100 TÜBA and GEBİP 
Members.

On the second day of the program, 
GEBİP Members explained their 
six-months activities in six simul-
taneous sessions consisting of Life 
Sciences I-II, Health Sciences, En-
gineering Sciences I-II, and Social 
Sciences.

This public access program ended 
the a General Evaluation Meeting 
with the participants at the end of 
their presentations.

The Union of Academies of Sciences of 
the Turkic World - Summer School on “In-
ternational Law, Diplomacy and Coopera-
tion” organized and hosted by TÜBA will 
be held in Istanbul on 15-19 June 2020.

Stating that it is aimed to increase co-
operation and encourage close relations 
between Turkish World countries and 
peoples, Prof. Şeker said that: “The Sum-
mer School will be held in Rabi Madrasah, 
which belongs to TÜBA and was built by 
Mimar Sinan in the 16th century in the 
heart of Istanbul. Students will be able to 
benefit from the facilities offered by this 
venue which places the academic pro-
gram on the excitement and the beauty 
of Istanbul. The program, consists of dai-
ly conferences and visits to various areas 
of Istanbul. The conferences will be given 
by internationally-renowned scholars”

The Summer School, which is held for 
the fourth times, has been launched to 
bridge the gap between scientists of 
Turkish and relative communities, and 
to improve their diplomatic affinity and 
relationship. The Summer School will 
include regional topics as well as titles 
such as the basis of the international le-
gal order, technology, cooperation in the 
fields of development and environment, 
friendly settlement of disputes, inter-
national organizations, and cooperation. 
The program is expected to participate 

from many countries such as Azerbaijan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan, Macedonia, Jordan, Mongo-
lia and the Uyghur Region of China. The 
program, which is designed for young 
experts, both public and private, gradu-
ate students and young academicians in 
social sciences, will be ended with a cer-
tificate ceremony.

Applicants will be asked to submit the 
application form and return the form to-
gether with Curriculum Vitae, letter of 
motivation describing their purpose in 
attending the Summer School and a let-
ter of reference. Criteria for applications 
are that participants should have a good 
basis in a discipline of social sciences 
(broadly defined) and good command of 
the English language (It is required that 
you submit a document about your Eng-
lish level). Nominations will be forwarded 
to the organizers by national academies 
directly.

The deadline for applications and nomi-
nations is 31th of March 2020. 

For enquiries please contact: summer-
school@tuba.gov.tr

Summer School on 
“International Law, Diplomacy 
and Cooperation”: 
Call for Proposal 2020

TÜBA-GEBİP 
Annual 
Evaluation 
Meeting
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TÜBA-Young Scientist Awards (TÜBA-
GEBİP) and TÜBA-Best Scientific Au-
thored Book Award (TÜBA-TESEP) ap-
plications for 2020 will continue until 
Monday, March 16, 2020.

Prof. Muzaffer Şeker, President of the 
Academy,  emphasized that rewarding 
the outstanding scientists and their suc-
cessful works are one of the most impor-
tant goals and functions of TÜBA, just 
like their counterparts in the world.

TUBA-GEBIP and TESEP Awards also 
show effects in the direction of promo-
tion and enhancing to distinguished sci-
entists from Turkey and Turkish publica-
tion. For this purpose, we are conducting 
TÜBA International Academy Price, 
TÜBA-GEBİP and TESEP Awards.

Within the scope of TÜBA-GEBİP con-
ducted since 2001, 508 superior young 
scientists from different fields of science; 
as part of TÜBA-TESEP conducted since 
2008, 202 Turkish scientific works were 
awarded. As of 2017, “TÜBA-TESEP Halil 
İnalcık Special Award” has been given to a 
work in the field of “social sciences” every 
year within the scope of TÜBA-TESEP. 
On the other hand, the TÜBA Fuat Sezgin 
Awards, which we have established 

on behalf of the deceased  
TÜBA Honor Member Prof. 
Fuat Sezgin in 2019, will 
be presented as a “TÜ-
BA-TESEP Fuat Sezgin 
Special Award” in the 
field of science his-
tory by 2020. “

Besides, Prof. Şeker 
added that by 2020 
and within the scope 
of the strategic and na-
tional priority field “Ant-
arctic Scientific Research 
and Science Base Project”, the 
high-achieving young scientists 
with scientific research, projects and 
studies will be supported. After empha-
sizing the 45 years old upper limit for the 
application, Prof Şeker underlined that 
the applications within the scope of the 
“Antarctic Scientific Research and Sci-
ence Base Project” is open to all fields as 
well as in the multidisciplinary field. 

The fallowing support are provided to 
the TÜBA-GEBİP Award winners; 20,000 
TL per year for 3 years; additional 6.000 
TL to doctoral students thesis stage 
every year; financial support up to 4.500 
TL for the national and international 

meetings additionally and scientific con-

sultancy served by Academy members; 

for the award winners after the first 3 

years and the following 5 years, 1500 

USD for European countries and 2000 

USD for outside of European provided for 

scientific meetings and events abroad. 

Within the scope of TESEP, for copyright-

ed Works 20.000 TL and for Noteworthy 

Work Award (Honorable Mention) 7.000 

TL are provided.

TÜBA-GEBİP and TESEP Awards  
Applications for 2020 Started

2020 APPLICATIONS FOR THE
TÜBA-GEBİP AND 

TÜBA-TESEP STARTED
LAST DAY
16 MARCH
2 0 2 0

Mr. Bold Ravdan Ambassador of Mongolia 
in Ankara visited Prof. Muzaffer Şeker, 
President of TÜBA on January 14, 2020.

Ambassador Ravdan stressed the 
importance of the year of 2019 for both 
sides because of “Turkey - Mongolia 
fiftieth year of diplomatic relations”. 
He also invited Prof. Şeker given an 
opening speech on the international 
conference titled “The Mongolians and 
the Mongolian-Outer World “, which will 
be held in Ankara between 1-4 May 2020.

Mr. Bold Ravdan, Ambassador of Mongolia in Ankara Visited TÜBA
Ambassador Ravdan underlined that 
more than two thousand outstanding 
Mongolian students study in Turkey, 
on this opportunity he also expressed 
his wish for the increasing of academic 
relations with Turkey.

Mr. Ravdan stated that “We were 
organizing a “Genghis Khan Exhibition” 
in Mongolia. Therefore, we would like 
to very happy, If you could share the 
documents related with Genghis Khan” 
with us.” 
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“Geothermal Energy Technologies Work-
shop and Panel” organized by TÜBA-En-
ergy Working Group was held at Afyon 
Kocatepe University (AKU) on 19-20 Feb-
ruary.

Industry and Technology Minister Musta-
fa Varank could not attend the Workshop 
due to his tight schedule. Minister Var-
ank expressed his desire to be in Afyon, 
and said in his message; “We closely fol-
low the activities of the working groups 
formed by TÜBA in various fields and 
take advantage of the results of the re-
ports. We are aware of the importance 
of this kind of academic meeting for the 
priority areas of Turkey. “

TÜBA President Prof. Muzaffer Şeker; 
“If we are taking aim at 2023 or 2071 
Targets and want to increase the wel-
fare level of our industry, we have to 
minimize energy pricing to both make 
energy sustainable and utilize it to the 
maximum.” In addition to this, Prof. 
Şeker said: The workshops in the fields 
of Nuclear, Wind, Solar, Clean and Coal 
that our TÜBA Working Group has previ-
ously conducted and today’s workshop 
will contribute to the energy field and are 
guiding for decision makers/policy mak-
ers. Energy is considered as one of the 
most important development indicators 
of states and civilizations, as well as the 
vital role of individuals in daily life. While 
countries continue to implement policies 
that will increase their energy diversity 
and efficiency in line with their long-term 

goals, steps that will benefit their overall 
development, important steps are be-
ing taken in this regard in our country as 
well.  The realization of these policies in 
the light of scientific data and academic 
indicators makes us more stable and de-
termined. Therefore, considering what 
has been done recently about energy 
efficiency and diversity, our Geothermal 
Energy Technologies Workshop and Pan-
el are important. The reports put forward 
thanks to the thematic activities of the 
working groups formed by TÜBA in vari-
ous fields reveal the importance of such 
scientific meetings.”

After the opening speeches, the first session 
titles of the Workshop;

1) Geothermal Applications and Technology in 
the World and Turkey,

2) Kırşehir Ahi Evran University As a Regional 
Development Focused Mission University 
Studies on Geothermal,

3) Development, Opportunities, Problems, 
and Solutions of Geothermal Energy,

4) Integrated Use of Geothermal Waters in 
the Afyonkarahisar Region.

The titles of the second session;

1) Geothermal Energy: Situation in the World 
and Turkey,

2) Geothermal Sourced New Energy Options 
and Alternative Outputs,

3) Environmental Effects of Geothermal Re-
sources and Innovative Techniques for Them,

4) Good Practice Examples for Geothermal 
Sector in Afyonkarahisar Province,

5) Geothermal Exploration with Geophysi-

cal Electricity and Electromagnetic Methods: 
New Developments.

The titles of the third session;

1) Geothermal Energy Fact: An Overview of 
Potential and Problems, 

2) Injection of Non-Condensable Gases from 
Geothermal Power Plants to the Geothermal 
Reservoir,

3) Sharing Experience on Heating with Geo-
thermal Resources and Using Thermal Re-
sources in the Field of Health,

4) One-stop Distribution of Geothermal Water 
in Afyonkarahisar Geothermal Region,

5) Environmental and Efficiency Enhancing 
Technologies in Geothermal Power Plants,

6) Investigation of Sub-Building Flow Rate 
Control System in Geothermal District Heat-
ing System (JBIS.

The titles of the fourth and last session;

1) Geothermal Energy Potential of Turkey and 
Ongoing Works of General Directorate of Min-
eral Research and Exploration of Turkey,

2) Evaluation of the Studies Made in Tukey on 
Geothermal (Soil) Welded Heat Pumps,

3) Financing of Geothermal Energy Invest-
ments, Technical and Environmental Ele-
ments, Development and Investment Bank

4) Turkey Geothermal Development Project: 
The Debate on the Risk-Sharing Mechanism.

The titles of the first panel held on the second 
day; Geothermal Energy Legislations, Strate-
gies and Technical Dimensions, Geothermal 
Investments, and Financial Mechanism.

The program ended with a trip on February 21.

TÜBA-Geothermal Energy Technologies Workshop and Panel
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ALLEA and the Global Young Academy 
have started a strategic partnership to 
foster closer ties between the two organ-
isations. The partnership, formalised in a 
Memorandum of Understanding, capital-
ises on the diverse expertise and experi-
ence of both organisations. 

The Global Young Academy (GYA) gives 
a voice to young scientists around the 
world with 200 members from 57 coun-
tries, while ALLEA, as the European 
Federation of Academies of Sciences 
and Humanities, represents more than 
50 academies from over 40 countries in 
Europe. The partners seek to enhance 
knowledge exchange and establish a set 
of joint activities on topics of mutual in-
terest at the interface between science, 
society and policy. 

A first step in this cooperation seeks 
to strengthen cross-border collabora-
tion between researchers from different 
age groups, disciplines and at different 
stages of their career paths. Building on 
and further consolidating existing forms 
of cooperation between ALLEA and GYA, 
the partnership kicks off with projects 

aimed at analysing and rethinking cur-
rent research assessment models as well 
as scientific publication and peer-review 
practices. 

Koen Vermeir, GYA Co-Chair:  The GYA 
aspires to empower young scientists in 
regional and global contexts. We see AL-
LEA as a natural partner for this mission 
and our collaboration will create new in-
ternational platforms for intergenera-
tional, interdisciplinary and intercultural 
dialogue. We are excited to work together 
more closely in the coming years towards 
improving the science system and to pro-
mote our common values of scientific ex-
cellence and service to society. 

Antonio Loprieno, ALLEA President:  Pro-
moting science as a global and borderless 
public good and creating an inclusive, di-
verse research environment are among 

our key priorities. Through this partner-
ship, we can further pursue these objec-
tives and enhance the dialogue between 
researchers at various career stages. In 
ALLEA we look forward to working even 
more closely with our colleagues of the 
Global Young Academy in the future.”

One upcoming joint project develops 
around a public symposium ‘Research 
Assessments that Promote Progress in 
Scholarly Work and Strengthen the Con-
tract with Society’ in the Academy Palace 
in Brussels on 16 June 2020. The event 
will focus on the future direction of re-
search; values, incentives and rewards in 
scientific work; the notion of excellence; 
and the role of research assessment in 
scholarly work.

Reference: All European Academies - ALLEA 
www.allea.org

ALLEA and Global Young Academy  
Launch Strategic Partnership

Press Release of TÜBA on the 
Latest Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Pandemic
TÜBA Academy Council 
made a statement regarding 
the new Coronavirus - COV-
ID-19. The statement states 
that TÜBA supports the ef-
forts of institutions that 
work to prevent the spread 
of the epidemic in Tur-
key. TÜBA also once again 
stressed the measures to be 
taken. Drawing attention to 
the preventive role of indi-
viduals’ efforts in spreading 
the epidemic as well as insti-
tutions, TÜBA recommended 
that people should follow the 

announcements of official 
institutions without panic. 
Stating that disinformation 
and false news, especially on 
social media, should not be 
respected, TÜBA underlined 
that the measures taken 
should be implemented in a 
strict and controlled manner. 
Moreover, TÜBA has decided 
to postpone its national and 
international programs and 
scientific activities to future 
dates due to the pandemic, 
except for mandatory meet-
ings.



11

www.tuba.gov.tr www.facebook.com/tubagovtr twitter.com/tubagovtr instagram.com/tubagovtr youtube.com/tubagovtr

Newsletter

Workshop on “Information and 
Communication: Internet and It’s Social Effects 
Workshop” organized by TÜBA in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Industry and Technology 
and TÜBİTAK Informatics and Information 
Security Advanced Technologies Center 
(BİLGEM) was held at Boğaziçi University (BU) 
on February 8, 2020.

Prof. Muzaffer Şeker, President of TÜBA said, 
“This Workshop is special in itself but not the 
last one. We have to work and report each topic 
separately, from commercial interactions of the 
subject to legal interactions, from privacy areas 
of the society to threats to the security of the 
state. ”

Saying that we will continue our journey with 
technology, Prof. Şeker added that during 
this process, we have to fulfill our duties 
so that society can be positively affected 
by taking risks and advantages together 
and taking the necessary precautions.  “We 
need multidisciplinary perspectives because 
information technologies are encompassing 
all aspects of our lives and they continue to 
surround them”, said. 

We are experiencing many dilemmas on the subject 
together. From one side, we call development and 
efficiency, and to the other side try to find solutions 
to the consumption frenzy.

From one side, we say transparency and 
freedom, and to the other side, we say what 
can we do to help society, countries, and 
individuals to get rid of these developments 
with the least damage in terms of security. It is 
possible to increase these paradoxes in itself. 
If we are prohibitive and prevent problems by 
growing them, we will alienate ourselves from 
this technological revolution.

Opening speeches were made in the following 
order: First, invited keynote speaker, Prof. 
Nabi Avcı, TBMM Information and Technology 
Addiction Research Commission President 
Deputy of Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
(TBMM). Prof Avcı spoken about “Individual, 
Family, and Society in the Internet Age”.

Next, Prof. Hüseyin Şeker from Staffordshire 
University talked about “The Power and 
Strengthening of Big Data” and Cem 
Karakaya from the Munich Criminal Police 
Department Cyber Crimes Department gave 
information about “Firewalls and Deficits in 
People”.

In the afternoon, two parallel sessions were held 
in the Nafi Baba Building. In the first session the 
title of “Internet and Social Psychology”  was 
discussed by Prof. Yasin Aktay, Prof. Ayşegül 
Toker, Prof. Veysel Bozkurt and Honorary 
President of Bersay Communication Group 
Ali Saydam  with the moderation of Ankara 
Yıldırım Beyazıt University (AYBÜ) Faculty 
members Prof. Birol Akgün.

TÜBİTAK-BİLGEM Session titled “Artificial 
Intelligence and the Future of Humanity” was 
moderated by Ahmet Onur Durahim. Prof. 
Türkay Dereli, Prof. Hüseyin Şeker, and Prof. 
Ercan Öztemel hold their presentation. 

In the second session titled “Internet-Based 
Moral and Legal Problems” was moderated 
by Prof. TÜBA Council Member. Prof. Mustafa 
Solak’s and Prof. Celal Türer, Assoc. Dr. Bilgin 
Metin, Assoc. Dr. Yasin Bulduklu and Cem 
Karakaya contributed to the session with your 
presentations. 

The last parallel session titled “The Role of 
the Internet / Social Media in the Spread of 
Social Movements and Events” moderated 
by Boğaziçi University Faculty Member Prof. 
Ayşegül Toker and speeches were given by  
TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Ömer Çaha, Prof. 
Edibe Sözen, Prof. Kudret Bülbül, Assoc. Dr. 
Mehmet Emin Babacan and Dr. Bilal Eren. 

TÜBA Workshop on “Information Technology and 
Communication: Internet and It’s Social Effects”

A visting to the Ambassador of Hun-
gary to Ankara Viktor  Mátis; by TÜBA 
President Prof. Muzaffer Şeker on 4 
Aralık 2020.

After reminding of the Scientific Coop-
eration Agreement and Implementa-
tion Protocol that was signed between 
TÜBA and the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences in 2001, then talked about 
bilateral relations and cultural affinity.

Information and experiences were ex-
changed on the World Science Forum 
coordinated by the Hungarian Acade-
my of Sciences. It was discussed about 
the future perspectives in this field. It 
is decided to carry out in a tighter com-
munication in the future and to joint 
projects with the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences.

Prof. Muzaffer Şeker presented the 
International Law Book of Malcolm N. 
Shaw, which was translated into Turk-
ish by TÜBA, and published Turkish-
Islamic Science and Cultural Heritage 
books to the Ambassador.

Visting to the 
Ambassador of 
Hungary to Ankara 
Viktor  Mátis
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TÜBA-Applied Science Education Course 
program aims to contribute to the 
activation of inquiry-based learning and 
basic science education, and this time, 
VII. Applied Science Education Course” 
was held at Mersin University on 27-31 
January 2020.

The Course was planned and 
implemented for basic science teachers 

within the framework of the cooperation 
protocol signed with the Ministry of 
National Education within the scope of 
the TÜBA-Science Education Program. 
About 53 Academician gave lecture, 
theoretical and practical training to 240 
school teachers during the five days. 

It has been organized since 2015 with 
the goal of developing more effective 

communication and evidence-based 
teaching skills with teachers in the fields 
of physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
geography, biology, science, history 
and Turkish language literature on the 
titles of Most Common Problem Solving 
Strategies in Mathematics, Mushroom 
Biology, Context-Based Physics 
Teaching Applications, History and 
Values Education, Chemistry Laboratory 
Applications Acid and Base Concept.

About 53 academicians related to 
TUBA and experts in their fields and 
including Members of  TÜBA Science 
Education Working Group Members and 
TÜBA Young Scientist Program (GEBİP) 
laureates, provided theoretical and 
practical training to the 240 teachers 
who were selected by the Ministry of 
Education of the Republic of Turkey.

As part of TÜBA Turkish Science Terms 
Dictionary Project, Engineering Sciences 
Dictionary containing a total of 44,150 
terms related to engineering produced 
with voluntary contribution of 129 
scientists from fields of many universities 
of Turkey. The introductory meeting 
of the Engineering Sciences Dictionary 
was held on Saturday, February 8, 2020, 
at the Boğaziçi University Rectorate 
Conference Hall.

Mr. Mehmet Fatih Kacır Deputy Minister 
of Industry and Technology of Turkey, 
Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, President of 

TÜBA, Prof. Mehmed Özkan, Rector 
of Boğaziçi University, TÜBA Council 
Members, Presidential Policy Committee 
Members, academicians, and students 
have participated in the meeting of this 
dictionary. 

Names of scientists working for proving 
of the dictionary; Executive Prof. Bülent 
Sankur, Prof. Ünal Akkemik, Assoc. Dr. 
Tınaz Ekim Aşıcı, Assoc. Prof. Ferda Can 
Çetinkaya, Prof. Yalçın Göğüş, Prof. Ayhan 
Demiriz, Prof. Tahir Emre, Dr. Faculty 
Member Nihat Ersoy, Prof. Güngör Evren, 
Prof. Rahmi Güçlü, Professor Dr. Zeynep 

İlsen Önsan, Prof. Bekir Karasu, Prof. 
Coşkun Köse, Prof. Haldun Kurama, Dr. 
Gülçin Tuğcu and Prof. Şebnem Tavman

President of TÜBA Dr. Muzaffer Şeker 
expressed his happiness for being 
together for the TÜBA Engineering 
Sciences Dictionary, one of the studies 
that TÜBA has been continuing for many 
years. Professor Şeker said that the 
former President of TÜBA Prof. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar has great efforts on the 
three-volume work. He added; “I think it 
is very important to maintain and update 
the relationship between the information 
technologies and the terminological 
studies.” Şeker, “It is not always easy 
to agree in language and terminology, 
but the real work begins at that point.  
We’re gone in the wrong direction, if we 
can not maintain the characteristics of 
Terminology. A hard-fought process, we 
carry an important point, more is coming. 
“He said.  In order to benefit the public, 
informed that the dictionary can be 
reached as an open-source. Link for the 
dictionary www.tubaterim.gov.tr

TÜBA VII. Applied Science Education Course

TÜBA Engineering Sciences Dictionary Launcing Meeting
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Turkish Academy of Sciences has been 
one of the leading partners of the first and 
one Aerospace and Technology Festival 
of Turkey (TEKNOFEST) after having 
productive participation in Istanbul last 
year. TEKNOFEST is supported by the 
institutions (Turkey Technology Team 
Aerospace and Technology Festival 
Foundation (T3 Foundation), and the 
Republic of Turkey Ministry of Industry 
and Technology) plays a critical role in 
developing technology. The festival will 
be held on 22-27 September 2020 at 
Gaziantep Airport.

Publicity meeting of the TEKNOFEST 
was held in Gaziantep on 20 January 
2020 with the participation of TÜBA 
President Prof. Muzaffer Şeker. 
Applications in 23 different categories 
such as Biotechnology Innovation 
Competition, Agricultural Technologies 
Competition, Environment, and Energy 
Technologies Competition, Intelligent 
Transportation Competition, Educational 
Technologies Competition, Helicopter 
Design Competition, Jet Engine Design 
Competition are being evaluated. Award 

competitions of more than 3 million 
Euros in 23 branches will be organized, 
Including many different areas like 
rockets, flying cars, autonomous 
systems, and humanitarian technologies.

T3 Foundation Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and Chairman of 
Teknofest Selçuk Bayraktar said that 
TEKNOFEST will be held at Gaziantep 
Airport on September 22-27. Added 
that TEKNOFEST will be in Istanbul in 
September 2021, Bayraktar: “Hopefully, 
we aim to do one year in Anatolia and 

one year in Istanbul. We hosted 560 
thousand participants at the first festival 
and 1 million 720 thousand participants in 
the second.

In just two years, we have become 
the world’s largest organization in 
this field. This success belongs to our 
cherished nation, our stakeholders, our 
volunteers, and our extraordinary team. 
This year, we aim to raise the bar even 
higher. Application deadline for awards 
competitions exceeding 3 million Euros 
in 23 branches in total, ranging from the 
rocket to flying cars, from autonomous 
systems to humanitarian technologies, is 
28 February 2020.

Besides, this year, we are organizing 
comprehensive competitions covering 
not only the defense industry but all 
civil fields, which touch every point of 
life, from health to agriculture and the 
environment. 

We believe that the future can be shaped 
by the projects of our youth.

TEKNOFEST Gaziantep 2020 Introductory Meeting

Somalia National Higher Education 
Commission visited Prof. Muzaffer Şeker, 
TÜBA President on 20 December 2019.

Chairman of the Commission Mohamed F. 
Good gave information about the National 
Higher Education Commission, which 

is very new in Somalia with Secretary-
General Amina Mohamed Abubakar, 
Commissioners Said Farah Duale, Ahmed 
Mohamoud Ahmed, Abdihakim Abdullahi 
Mohamoud and Hodo Bashear Mure from 
the Accreditation Department

The discussion continued with the current 
higher education projects in Turkey.

TÜBA President Prof. Şeker gave 
information to the Commission members 
on the purpose of the establishment of 
TÜBA, the mission it undertook, the 
activities it carried out, projects and 
planned activities.

Prof. Şeker presented TÜBA publications 
to the members of the commission at 
the end of the meeting. 

During this visiting, Dr. Gülzade Kahveci, 
In Charge of International Relations 
and experts of the Higher Education 
Council of Turkey (YÖK) accompanied the 
delegation.

Visit of Somalia National Higher Education Commission to TÜBA
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COVID-19 has been declared a global 
health emergency by the World Health 
Organization as the outbreak continues 
to amplify outside of China, infecting 
over 70,000 people worldwide and 
causing hundreds of deaths. Effective 
communication, cooperation and 
collaboration between international unions 
and scientific organizations are critical in 
the face of an epidemic of this scale.

According to information from the World 
Health Organization, Coronaviruses, 
(CoV) are a large family of viruses that 
cause illnesses ranging from fairly benign 
viral infections such as the common cold, 
to more severe diseases such as Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-
CoV), which was first identified in Saudia 

Arabia in 2012, and the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV), 
which caused infections and deaths in 
26 countries in 2003. Coronaviruses are 
zoonotic – meaning they are transferred 
between animals and people. The 2019 
Novel Coronavirus was first identified in 
Wuhan, China, and has now spread to a 
number of other countries.

Collaboration between numerous unions 
and institutions allows us to collectivity 
mobilize and communicate research 
to public health officials, doctors, and 
those on the front lines of the crisis.

“International scientific collaboration 
is vital for the sharing of knowledge, 
resources, reagents and technologies 

COVID-19: Rapidly Evolving 
Situation Calls for International 
Scientific Collaboration

Today the InterAcademy Partnership 
(IAP), the Academy of Medical Scienc-
es, and the Medical Research Council, 
launched a workshop report on interdis-
ciplinary research in epidemic prepared-
ness, a topic of high relevance as the 
world watches the outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus unfold.

“The current coronavirus epidemic 
clearly demonstrates that this pub-
lication is very timely. Across four 

key phases – ‘prepare’, ‘prevent’, ‘re-
spond’ and ‘recover’ for any potential 
epidemics, multi- and interdisciplinary 
cooperation research should be facili-
tated to meet needs,” says Depei Liu, 
IAP co-President and co-chair of IAP-
Health.

“The recommendations towards multi-
disciplinary research presented in the re-
port point a way to a safer future for us 
all,” he adds.

“Interdisciplinary research in epidemic 
preparedness and response” is a report 
that highlights the main issues tackled 
during a workshop IAP organised in Oc-
tober 2019 in London, UK, with the Acad-
emy of Medical Sciences, and the Medical 
Research Council, and Bach Tran, a Young 
Physician Leaders Alumnus, was on the 
steering committee for this report.

Reseferences: http://www.interacad-
emies.org

Interdisciplinary Research in Epidemic 
Preparedness and Response

that will facilitate and accelerate 
the development of vaccines and 
therapeutics,” says Roslyn Kemp, 
Secretary General of the International 
Union of Immunological Studies. “In the 
immediate to short-term, we have an 
important role in promoting awareness 
and providing the community with 
accurate updated information through 
leading trusted organizations such as the 
WHO and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).”

COVID-19 is fast-moving. Though 
scientific unions assist the world in 
this rapidly evolving situation, online 
misinformation and speculation is 
spreading nearly as quickly as the 
virus itself. In Ukraine, protesters 
attacked a bus of due to an unverified 
rumor of infection rumour of infection 
among them, and a 16-year-old boy in 
California’s San Fernando Valley was 
psychically assaulted by classmates who 
accused him of carrying the virus. As the 
WHO advises the world to prepare for a 
pandemic, trust in verified science and 
international scientific collaboration is 
crucial.

The International Science Council pledges 
its solidarity to the people of China, and 
the world, in supporting international 
efforts that safeguard regional and global 
public health security. We stand ready to 
use our convening power as the global 
voice for science to assist China and the 
international community in advancing 
solutions to this epidemic.

Reference: International Science Council - ISCC
www.council.science.com
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After three years of work on the ENERI 
(European Network of Research Ethics 
and Research Integrity) project, ALLEA 
and its partners have successfully 
concluded the project during a final 
conference at the end of October in 
Brussels. 

As a project, ENERI sought to improve the 
exchange between experts in research 
ethics and research integrity across 
Europe by providing learning material 
and platforms for exchange for research 
integrity and ethics practitioners.

While working on this project ALLEA built 
valuable relationships with the European 
networks for research ethics, ENRIO, 
and for research integrity, EUREC, which 
are an excellent basis for future joint 
activities and will be put to good use.

The main outcomes of ENERI are: 
1) The ENERI E-community 

The e-community is a platform for 
experts in research ethics and research 
integrity to discuss and share information 
and documents across Europe. The 
community is growing and hosts 
currently just fewer than 200 members. 
The project ended but the community, 
which is hosted on SINAPSE, a service 
provided by the European Commission, 
will continue to exist. 

2) The Research Integrity Handbook

The handbook takes stock of different 
practices concerning the investigation 
of research misconduct in different 
parts of the continent. In the absence 
of harmonized and formalised European 
legislation the handbook compiled 
existing best practices. It is used as 
a basis for further harmonization on 
the European level, but also to assist 
countries with emerging research ethics 

and integrity structures to quickly 
establish common standards. 

3) The ENERI decision tree

The decision tree is a handy tool for 
researchers as well as members of 
research ethics and research integrity 
committees to reflect on ethical issues 
and challenges before and during research. 
It is strongly recommended to work with 
the ENERI decision tree alongside the 
H2020 Ethics self-assessment and the 
European Commission‘s guidelines on 
ethics and data protection. 

ENERI has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme under grant 
agreement No 710184.

More information on: www.eneri.eu

Reference: All European Academies - ALLEA 
www.allea.org

Project on Research Ethics and Research 
Integrity Successfully Concluded

TÜBA Members were 
Awarded the METU 
Prof. M. N. Parlar 
Education and
Research Foundation 
Award

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. Sezgin 
Bakırdere and TÜBA Outstanding Young 
Scientist Awards (GEBİP) Award laureates, 

Prof. Fuat Balcı, Prof. Duygun Erol 
Barkana, Prof. Vehbi Çağrı Güngör, Assoc. 
Prof. Ahmet Çiçek, Assoc. Prof. Tolga 
Çukur, Assoc. Prof. Gözde İnce, Assoc. 
Prof. Alptekin Küpçü, Assoc. Prof. Mine 
İnce Ocakoğlu, Assoc. Prof. İsmail Öçsoy, 
Assoc. Prof. Duygu Sağ and Assoc. Prof. 
Alper Uzun was deemed worthy to the 
Research Incentive Award of the METU 

Prof. Mustafa N. Parlar Education and 
Research Foundation.

The Award Ceremony was held on 19 
December 2019 at METU Cultural and 
Convention Center Hall.

This award is given to young researchers who 
have not reached the age of 40 who have 
contributed to the development of one of 
their fields of science with their researches or 
helped to solve the problems of the country.

This year, Prof. Sezgin Bakırdere from 
Yıldız Technical University, Prof. Fuat Balcı 
from Koç University, Prof. Duygun Erol 
Barkana from Yeditepe University, Prof. 
Vehbi Çağrı Güngör from Abdullah Gül 
University, Assoc. Prof. Ahmet Çiçek from 
Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University, 
Assoc. Prof. Tolga Çukur from Bilkent 
University, Assoc. Prof. Gözde İnce from 
Sabancı University, Assoc. Prof. Alptekin 
Küpçü from Koç University, Assoc. 
Prof. Mine İnce Ocakoğlu from Tarsus 
University, Assoc. Prof. İsmail Öçsoy from 
Erciyes University, Assoc. Prof. Duygu Sağ 
from Dokuz Eylül University and Assoc. 
Prof. Alper Uzun from Koç University was 
deemed worthy of this award.
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Sedat Simavi 
Award to TÜBA 
Member Turgay 
Dalkara and His 
Team

TÜBA Member Prof. 
İsmail Koyuncu 
Elected to AASSA 
Climate Change and 
Health Committee 2019 ERC 

Consolidator Grant 
Award to TÜBA-
GEBİP Members

TÜBA Honorary Member and Hacettepe 
University Faculty Member Prof. Turgay 
Dalkara was awarded the 2019 Sedat 
Simavi Awards in the field of  Health 
Sciences  by  Selection Committee of 
Turkey Journalists Society (TGC).

Health Sciences Award was given to 
team, which including TÜBA Honorary 
Member Dr. Turgay Dalkara, Prof. 
Yasemin Gürsoy Özdemir, Prof. Umut 
Kalyoncu, Prof. Alp Can, Prof. Fatma 
Duygu Özel Demiralp, Assoc. Prof. 
Ayşe İlksen Çolpak Işıkay, Assoc. Prof. 
Banu Balcı Peynircioğlu, Dr. Sevda 
Lüle, Dr. Selen Peker and Dr. Nilgün 
Tekin Bubenheim, by the President of 
the Selection Committee Prof. Ahmet 
Gül. The title of their study is “Behçet 
Patient Serums Show Immunoreactivity 
Against Neurofilament Medium Having 
Bacteria in HSP-65 and Common 
Epitopes”.

TGC 2019 Sedat Simavi Awards were 
given to 16 people in nine branches 
including journalists, artists, cartoons, 
literature, sports and scientists.

Prof. İsmail Koyuncu, TÜBA Associate 
Member and Istanbul Technical 
University (ITU) Faculty Member was 
elected to the Climate Change and 
Health Committee of the Association of 
Academies and Societies of Sciences in 
Asia (AASSA).

Prof. Koyuncu underlined that the 
effects of climate change on health 
have been neglected until recently. He 
also said that it is inevitable that the 
effects of climate change will increase 
even more.

“For these reasons, the project has been 
launched on four different continents 
(IANAS-America, NASAC-Africa, 
AASSA-Asia, and EASAC-Europe) by 
The Inter-Academy Partnership (IAP) 
to investigate the health impacts of 
climate change. This project is carried out 
by AASSA in Asia. The CCH, abbreviated 
the name of the Climate Change and 
Health Committee, in particular,  was 
formed by AASSA for three years to 
carry out studies on issues arising from 
the disease situation in these waters 
and the effect of climate change on 
water resources” said.

TÜBA-GEBİP Members Prof. Seda Ertaç 
and Assoc. Prof.  Abdurrahman Atçıl 
was awarded the European Research 
Council (ERC) Consolidator Grant Award 
2019.

“This award will enable me to do what 
I want to carry out as study since 
large-scale fieldwork is required for 
substantial funds.” Professor Dr. Seda 
Ertaç said.

Assoc. Prof. Abdurrahman Atçıl said, 
“This project promises to re-establish 
the field of Ottoman legal history from 
a different perspective, and to open new 
horizons in history and law studies.”
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